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The Power Suit
While the term may be a bit 

outdated, your suit shouldn’t be 

– look for a two or three button 

jacket with matching, straight leg 

pants (no cuffs or pleats please) in 

a neutral color such as black, navy, 

taupe or grey. A subtle pinstripe is 

nice, but avoid any loud patterns 

(i.e. a ‘jail bird’ pinstripe) at all 

costs.

9tailors and Polished Wardrobe Advising present...
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2 The Button-Down Dress Shirt 
A top quality shirt with great details, such as high 

threadcount,  textures and patterns, is key to making your 

look work. There are a variety of button-downs to choose 

from, so examine your outfi t, needs, taste, budget and 

lifestyle for the right dress shirt.  Many shirts can be worn 

both tucked-in for business settings and un-tucked over 

jeans for casual occasions.

4The Basic Blazer 

A structured blazer (not necessarily a 

sport coat) is a fantastic way to look cool 

and collected while still on the casual 

side. A khaki or chocolate color provides 

great contrast when worn with jeans yet 

still looks professional when paired with 

dress pants. Vary your look by pairing a 

blazer with a graphic tee, polo or button-

down. For an extra-stylish fall or winter 

look, choose a velvet jacket.

The Sleek Sweater 
A simple, v-neck sweater is a great 

addition to any wardrobe. Think merino, 

cashmere, or silk blend fabrics to 

layer under jackets or over t-shirts 

or button-downs for a sophisticated 

style. Horizontal stripe and argyle 

patterns are a great way to incorporate 

patterns into your wardrobe. 
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5The Driving Moc 
A suede or pebbled leather slip-on shoe, 

often known as a Driving Moc, is a great 

alternative to sneakers when rushing 

out the door. Wear them with jeans for 

a sleek look.
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The Perfect Polo
A polo shirt is an easy-to-wear 

staple that dresses up jeans, 

khakis, or other casual pants. With 

or without a logo (e.g., Polo 

horse, Lacoste alligator), 

owning polos in both neutral 

and bold colors will make 

getting dressed a breeze. 

Look for soft, brushed 

cotton interlock (smooth feel) 

for dressier occasions and 

cotton pique (textured feel) for 

more informal events.
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Dark Denim
A crisp, clean pair of fi tted, boot cut 

jeans in a dark wash are essential to 

your wardrobe. Darker washes work for 

both day and night and go with almost 

anything! Most men’s stores offer jeans 

with both a waist and length option, but 

some designers only offer one length 

inseam. If that’s the case, be sure to 

have a tailor shorten and re-attach the 

hem (after you’ve washed and dried 

them).

The Dress Shoe
For a modern, professional style, opt for a pair of 

shiny leather slip-on shoes in black and/or dark 

brown (depending on the color of your suit; always 

wear black with grey or black, and brown with 

navy or tan) with a rounded square toe. Skip the 

lace-up oxfords to keep your look contemporary. 
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The Dress Pant
While your suit pants can double as a dress pant 

on occasion, it’s best to have at least one other 

pair of fl at-front, cuffl ess trousers in black or 

brown! With or without a subtle pinstripe, these 

pants will work for day at the offi ce to night at the 

bar and keep you looking professional. 
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The Wool Coat
In cold climates, you’ll need 

something to keep you warm 

that complements what you’re 

wearing underneath. Don’t spoil 

a professional look by topping it 

off with a ski jacket! Instead, opt 

for a single-breasted coat in black, 

charcoal, or chocolate, which falls 

to mid-thigh. Wear it day or night. 
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Key Accessories: 
• Black/white v-neck undershirts

• Reversible belt

• Lightweight, mid-calf trouser socks that complement 

your pants. 

•  A nice watch

• A contemporary leather bag (not a briefcase) for 

interviews and business settings 

• Cuff links in brushed/shiny silver or knotted silk for 

French cuff shirts

• Modern ties that complement shirts/suits 
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who are we?

Sam’s vision, enthusiasm and dedication to 9tailors have helped turn this idea 

into reality. Sam believes that in making products that fi t her clients’ lifestyle, 

tastes and budgets. While she started out working on the business side, Sam 

now dabbles in the creative aspects as well, designing several custom special-

occasion dresses and dress shirts for her clients.

Prior to 9tailors, Sam was a consultant at Deloitte Consulting, advising and 

developing viable business solutions for Fortune 500 companies. Sam earned 

a Bachelor of Arts degree from Brown University in East Asian Studies and 

Political Science and certifi cate in Chinese Studies from the Johns Hopkins 

School of Advanced International Studies in Nanjing, China. Outside of work, 

Sam volunteers at Asian Community Development Corporation, an organization 

in Boston that helps low-income Asians fi nd affordable housing. Sam also enjoys 

shopping, wine tasting, traveling (she has recorded over 1,050,000 miles), taking 

travel photographs and designing her own clothes, of course!

e-mail: sam@9tailors.com    

tel: 877.513.1898    

site: www.9tailors.com

Allison Abrams is the co-founder of Polished Wardrobe Advising, a Boston-based 

personal shopping and styling business dedicated to helping clients achieve a 

‘polished’ look based on their personal profi les, no matter their budget, body shape, 

or preferences. Polished offers wardrobe editing, half- or full-days of shopping, full 

makeovers, and more to make their clients feel pampered and prepared to take 

on the world - whether they are recent college graduates or established CEO’s. 

Making them feel confi dent through wardrobe updates that are functional, effective, 

and fun fuels Allison’s everlasting passion for fashion.

In addition to working with her Polished clients, Allison is also a buyer for the 

children’s specialty store Isis Maternity, and writes a weekly fashion column for 

online magazine Running With Heels.

e-mail: allison@polishedadvising.com    

tel: 617.304.0449   

site: www.polishedadvising.com

Allison Abrams - Co-Founder & Stylist of Polished Wardrobe Advising

Samantha Shih - Founder & Chief Executive Offi cer of 9tailors 


